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which has grown directly the existing separate Eajpilt State,   A sept, or the offshoot from a sept, of a particular clan, sets out on an expedition, takes as much land as it can hold, and builds the forts which are still the palaces or strongholds of the ruling family.   The case of Bikanir, a  State in the   desert on the   North-West   border of Eajputana, is a fair illustration,   It was founded at the end of the fifteenth century by Bika, who was the sixth son of Jodha, Chief of the Eathore clan, which then, as now, possessed the lands that constitute the modern State of Jodhpoor.     Jodha had twelve sons, and as the land available for their proper maintenance had become hard to find, he gave his sons a broad hint to do something for themselves.   So Bika set off to win new lands, with five uncles, three brothers, and six hundred kinsmen.     The expedition was also accompanied by men of the mercantile and writing castes;   the land was gradually conquered, and to this day the territory of the Bikanir  State is divided among the descendants of the original adventurers, the chieftainship belonging to the stock of Bika, while the posterity of the merchants and writers claim hereditary office.   The whole story of this, ad venture is a counterpart of the episode of the Danites in the Book of Judges, when that tribe sought them an inheritance to dwell in, and six hundred  men, "well appointed with  weapons of war/3 emigrated to Laish, where they smote the people with the edge of the sword, built a city, and dwelt therein, while the sons of the Levite whom they carried off with his graven images on their road remained hereditary priests of the sept. It should be observed, however, that the Eajpiit immigrants are never stated to have exterminated those whom they